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OF THE
DEMOCRATIC RURAL CONFERENCE

“Thank you to the Democratic Rural Conference for being a powerful 
voice for our communities. I have been proud to fight for rural New 
York from the halls of Congress to the Executive Mansion, and I will 
continue to be an advocate and ally for the DRC for the years to 
come. Congratulations to the caucus for three decades of building 
Democratic power in our state!” 

CELEBRATING

30 YEARS

PAID FOR BY THE NEW YORK STATE DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE

– GOVERNOR KATHY HOCHUL
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FRIDAY APRIL 25, 2025
1:00 – 6:00 p.m.	 Convention Registration and Credentialing	 East Gallery

2:00 – 3:00 p.m.	 NY Legislative Commission on Rural Resources	 Gov D&E 
Deputy Director Steven Gamache

3:00 – 4:00 p.m.	 Effects of the New Administration on Rural NY	 Gov D&E 
Congressman Paul Tonko & State Senator Pat Fahy

4:00 – 5:00 p.m.	 NY LEGISLATIVE UPDATE	 Gov D&E 
Assemblywoman Carrie Woerner, Moderator, with State Senate  
and Assemblymembers representing DRC counties

6:00 – 7:00 p.m.	 WELCOME RECEPTION with Governor Kathy Hochul	 Gov C

7:00 – 9:00 p.m.	 DINNER with New York’s Democrats	 Gov A&B 
Welcome & Remarks from New York’s elected Democrats	

9:00 – 10:00 p.m. 	 DESSERT RECEPTION with Attorney General Letitia James	 Gov C

10:00 p.m. 	 Afterparty	 Hotel Lounge

SATURDAY APRIL 26, 2024
7:30 a.m.	 Convention Registration and Credentials	 East Gallery

8:00 a.m.	 BREAKFAST with Comptroller Tom DiNapoli	 Gov A&B

9:00 a.m.	 DRC Annual Business Meeting	 Gov A&B 
Followed by Board Directors Elections

10:00 a.m.	 Social Media: “What’s New? What’s Blue” – Ryan Adams	 Gov D&E 
Hands On Training, Bring your Laptop!

11:30 a.m.	 Chairs Roundtables – Networking for Chairs 	 Gov C 
by Congressional District

12:00 p.m.	 LUNCHEON with Speaker Congressman Dan Goldman 	 Gov A&B 
Luncheon Sponsors: New York State United Teachers, NYS AFLCIO, 
CWA local 1124, AFSCME, IBEW local 2104, IBEW local 2032,  
1199 SEIU Healthcare East, and Teamsters Joint Council 18

2:30 p.m.	 Board Wrap-Up Meeting – new members please plan to attend!

199530 Years of Connections

DRC 2025 CONVENTION
The Albany Hilton  |  April 25-26, 2025

AGENDA

DRC
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Dear Members and Friends,

Welcome to the 2025 DRC, where we are celebrating Thirty Years of Connections! The 
Democratic Rural Conference of New York State started out as a mere idea in the early 
1990s, but rural New York was truly lucky to have visionary leaders who understood the 
importance of having an institutional voice which could speak to the entire state on behalf 
of the smaller counties. Mike Schell and his colleagues, through lots of travel and meetings 
in the rural counties, were able to bring their ideas to fruition by 1995. (Mike Schell has 
continued to be a mentor for leaders of this organization; I’m very grateful for his continued 
advice and counsel.)

Over the course of three decades, the DRC has made itself a factor in New York politics, 
and the April meeting (nicknamed by all “the DRC”) has become a can’t-miss part of New 
York’s political calendar. Democratic fortunes have waxed and waned over the years, but the 
Democratic Rural Conference of New York State has proudly stood up for the interests of 
rural New Yorkers throughout.

This is my final Chair’s message to you, as I believe in the importance of rotating leadership 
to the health of any organization. My three terms have been a truly challenging time: a 
global pandemic that brought normal politics to a halt (we had to skip two April DRC’s), a 
gubernatorial resignation, and two deeply hostile federal administrations. Through it all, I 
hope you have found the Democratic Rural Conference of New York State to be a support 
and voice for you in your counties. We have been able to make our federal PAC an important 
contributor to upstate congressional races. We have worked hard to increase lines of 
communication and cooperation with downstate leaders. Finally, we have made working with 
the growing number of Democratic legislators who represent our rural counties a priority.

I want to convey my thanks to the officers and Board members I have had the privilege of 
working with both as Chair and during my earlier service as a Board member and Officer. 
We’re all volunteers working for the same goals, and it’s truly a labor of love on behalf of 
rural New York. I would be remiss if I didn’t single out Jane Dodds’ work as our Conference 
Coordinator, without which the spring DRC could not have become the powerhouse that it 
is. I am confident that the new leadership of our organization will continue to maintain and 
grow our influence, and I congratulate everyone who will be elected to serve going forward.

Judith Hunter 
Chair, Democratic Rural Conference of New York State

DRC
Welcome Letter from the Chair
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“Action brings its own courage.” – Eleanor Roosevelt

ELEANORSLEGACY.COM

CONGRATULATIONS AND THANKS TO THE
DEMOCRATIC RURAL CONFERENCE FOR

30 YEARS OF CHAMPIONING DEMOCRATIC
CANDIDATES AND VALUES--AND TO 

CHAIR JUDITH HUNTER FOR HER YEARS
OF HARD WORK AND DEDICATION! 

Since 2001, Eleanor’s Legacy has trained, endorsed, and supported
pro-choice Democratic women running at the state and local level.

RSVP AT:
HTTPS://CAMPAIGNTRAININGBUFFALO.EVENTBRITE.COM
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DRC

The voice of rural New York State

The Democratic Rural Conference 
of New York State sincerely thanks our  

2025 Conference Sponsors

FRIDAY WELCOME RECEPTION

Governor Kathy Hochul  
and  

The New York State Democratic Committee

FRIDAY DESSERT RECEPTION

Attorney General Letitia James

SATURDAY BREAKFAST

Comptroller Tom DiNapoli

SATURDAY LUNCHEON

NYSUT, NYS AFL-CIO, CWA, AFSCME,  
IBEW, 1199SEIU, and the  

Teamsters Unions
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DRC The Founding of the Democratic Rural Conference

30 YEARS AGO:  
THE FOUNDING OF THE DRC
By Mike Schell, DRC Founding Chair

In December 1995, a small group of Democratic leaders from rural upstate counties 
gathered at a motel in Syracuse. They were meeting for the first time as a “Steering 
Committee” to consider building a “Small County Rural Coalition.”

For too long, many Democrats from the smaller counties felt ignored and powerless. The 
idea of creating a Rural Caucus had been talked about in the past but was discouraged by 
the party establishment. 

Things came to a head after the disastrous 1994 election. Incumbent Governor Mario 
Cuomo carried only one upstate county, and in our rural counties he received only 23%  
of the vote. 

The crisis presented an opportunity. There was a change in state party leadership as a 
Democrat from Oswego (John Sullivan) was put in as executive chair. Recognizing the 
need to rebuild the party in the upstate counties, John held a breakout session in Oswego 
for small county leaders when the state party met in September 1995. It was at that 
session it was decided that a “steering committee” would start down the road of creating 
a caucus of rural Democratic leaders.  

So that is why, a week before Christmas ‘95, a dozen of us, the “Steering Committee,” 
gathered in Syracuse and all agreed we wanted help for our candidates, a voice in 
the party, and attention to our issues. To achieve those goals, we needed to UNITE! 
Eventually we adopted the slogan: UNITE FOR VOICE AND VICTORY.

1995
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DRC

In the meantime, steering committee secretary Steve Jones (Madison) would start 
drafting by laws with input from the Steering Committee. At the meeting, several 
important decisions were made about the DRC: the name became The Democratic 
Rural Conference of NYS (as it was thought “Caucus” was too divisive.) Membership 
was limited to county chairs and state committee members representing counties of 
under 150,000 population (chairs and state committee members are elected by local 
Democrats.)

Following the Dec. ‘95 meeting, several of us hit the road, meeting across upstate with 
Democratic leaders to get input and buy-in. The response was overwhelming.

The following September, DRC members from 40 counties gathered in Binghamton to 
formally organize, adopt by-laws, and elect officers.

The DRC quickly became a force in New York State politics. DRC members were included 
as presidential delegates, state convention speakers, on the DNC and other leadership 
positions. The state party began providing political and financial assistance to DRC 
counties. Democrats began having success in our “red counties.” Social events, having 
fun and forging friendships became an important aspect of DRC membership.

The DRC would not endorse primary candidates but instead would rate them as to their 
“upstate friendliness” and invite them to compete in a DRC straw poll. Every statewide 
candidate came to the ‘98 DRC straw poll convention in Ithaca as did reporters from 
around the state. DRC events became a “must” for aspiring statewide candidates, 
Governors, U.S. senators and even presidential candidates. Other states have followed 
NY’s lead in forming rural caucuses. The DRC has now grown to 47 counties with a 
change in 2010 of the population bylaws’ membership criteria to 250,000.

The new century brought new leadership. Denise King, Stu Brody, Irene Stein, and Judith 
Hunter took the DRC to new levels of advocacy.

We have come a long way since that meeting in 1995. The critical political challenges now 
faced by the nation are directly related to the results of the rural vote. More than ever, the 
DRC is not only relevant but desperately needed.

1995
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20.

CHARTER MEMBERS

Abbott, Dick – Chenango Co.
Baker, Almina – Hamilton Co.
Barbash, Steven – Ontario Co.
Bender, Patricia – Fulton Co.
Betz – Dorothy U. – Madison Co.
Braily, Francis – Seneca Co.
Brody, Stu - Essex Co.
Doran, Robert J. – St. Lawrence Co.
Egan, Dorothy – Ontario Co.
Emmer, Cindy – Chemung Co.
Ferrara, Pat – Putnam Co.
FitzGibbons, John – Oswego Co.
Flood, Deborah G. – Yates Co.
Gardner, Lori C. – Tompkins Co.
Hare, James E. – Chemung Co.
Hay, Clifford – Schoharie Co.
Jasewicz, Edmund C. – Fulton Co.
Jones, Steven – Madison Co.
Kalmus, Leon – Otsego Co.
Kersch, Robert – Wyoming Co.
King, Denise – Columbia Co.
Lacey, Katie – Cayuga Co.
LeFevre, Arthur – Clinton Co.
Liddington, Pat – Tioga Co.
Mack, Marty - Cortland Co.
Merrell, Charles C. – Lewis Co.
Montfort, William A. – Warren Co.
Muller, Kim – Otsego Co.
O’Dell, William – Cattaraugus Co.
Osborne, Keith – Chemung Co.
Schell, Mike – Jefferson Co.
Scriber, William – Oswego Co.
Secovnie, Robert T. – Columbia Co.
Stein, Irene – Tompkins Co.
Steinwachs, Barbara – Yates Co.
Sweeney Salotti, Mary Q. – Seneca Co.
Thompson, Bill – Tioga Co.
Tibbits, Carol – Orleans Co.
Ulfik, Catherine – Chenango Co.
Vona, John L. – Schuyler Co.
Warden, Mike – Yates Co.
Watson, Jason – Herkimer Co.
Williamson, Margaret S.J. – Oswego Co.
Wood, Bill – Cortland Co.
Young, Ruth S. – Schuyler Co.

The Founding of the Democratic Rural ConferenceDRC

12.

18.

19.

28.



11

28.

Minutes of the Initial Steering Co
mmittee, December 18, 1995 

CHAIRS OF THE DEMOCRATIC RURAL CONFERENCE
Michael Schell (Jefferson) 	 1996-1998, 2002  
Denise King (Columbia) 	 1998-2002
Kim Muller (acting) (Otsego) 	 2002
Stu Brody  (Essex)	  2002-2009
Irene Stein (Tompkins) 	 2009-2018
Judith Hunter (Livingston) 	 2019-2025

26.

July 23, 1996 photo taken by Charlotte Sullivan of the DRC  
Steering Committee meeting.
Bottom row: Irene Stein, Ruth Young, Chair Mike Schell,  
Cindy Emmer and Bob Kersch;
Back row: Kellaura Jones, Secretary Steve Jones,  
John Sullivan, Vice Chair Carol Tibbits
Not pictured: John FitzGibbons, Marty Mack, Bob Bowman, 
Charles Merrell, Stu Brody.
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DRC

THE DEMOCRATIC RURAL CONFERENCE 
2025 LEADERSHIP ROSTER

Judith Hunter, DRC Chair
Jane Dodds, Conference Coordinator

Summer Downing, Conference Assistant Coordinator 

PROGRAM BOOK COMMITTEE:  
Cindy Appleton, Karen Ash,  

Suzanne Coogan, John Hurley

Thank you to Erie County Democratic Committee for printing the program.

Chair, Judith Hunter (Livingston County)
Vice Chair, Liz Moran (Madison)
Treasurer, John Hurley (Ontario)
Secretary, Bill Thickstun (Oneida)
Parliamentarian, Dia Carabajal (Cayuga)
Western Regional Vice Chair,  

Cindy Appleton (Wyoming)
Northern Regional Vice Chair,  

Ron McDougall (St. Lawrence)
Catskill/Hudson Regional Vice Chair, 

Sam Hodge (Columbia)
Central Regional Vice Chair,  

Roger Saltman (Madison)

BOARD MEMBERS: 

Karen Ash (Allegany) 
Maggie Bartley (Essex) 
Max Della Pia (Tioga) 
Summer Downing (Washington) 
Bill Hughes (Columbia) 
James Mills (Putnam) 
Michael Plitt (Genesee)
Tom Schimmerling (Delaware)
Ted Young (Seneca) 
Michael Zagrobelny (St Lawrence)

DRC BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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For 30 years, the Democratic Rural Conference has brought together 
leaders from every community across New York to strategize, organize, 
and bring the issues that matter to everyday New Yorkers to the 
forefront of the Democratic agenda.
Your voice has never been more important than it is in 2025. Rural 
Democratic leaders like you are fighting back daily against the Trump 
administration and holding Republican elected officials accountable.  Your 
advocacy is key to taking back the House next year and to laying the 
groundwork for 2028.
It’s my honor to serve as New York’s Comptroller, and I thank you for 
your friendship and for all the support you’ve given me over the years.

Thomas P. DiNapoli
New York State Comptroller

Tom DiNapoli
STATE COMPTROLLER

PAID FOR BY FRIENDS OF SCHUMER

“CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 
DEMOCRATIC RURAL

CONFERENCE OF
NEW YORK STATE

FOR 30 YEARS OF SERVICE, AND
THANK YOU JUDITH HUNTER

FOR YOUR LEADERSHIP.”

- CHUCK SCHUMER
U.S. Senator from New York
& Senate Democratic Leader
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IN RECOGNITION OF

JUDITH HUNTER
We celebrate and thank you for  

your years of unparalleled leadership  
and service to the DRC.

Cynthia Appleton Joan Davis Margaret Milman-Barris

Karen Ash Max H. Della Pia Michael J. Monescalchi

Maggie Bartley Summer Downing Lisa Colleen Moore

Keith Batman Barbara Graves-Poller Liz Moran

Karen Beebe Juanita L. Hale Tricia Owen

Lena Bishop Sam Hodge Morris Owen

Lynne Boecher Michael Hoffman Michael Plitt

Valerie Brechko Linda Hoffman Mike Schell

Robert Brechko Shawn D. Hogan Mark Streb

Lou Burke Bill Hughes Bill Thickstun

Harold Bush John F. Hurley Kenneth Lee Warner

Mandy Bushnell Phil Jones Rachel Weil

Mary Carr Hilda Lando Robin Wentworth

Jim Carr Brandi B. Lloyd Tommy White

Jennifer Colamonico William Markey Ted Young

Suzanne Coogan James Mills Jeremy Zellner
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Allegany County
Democratic
Committee

proudly supports
the DRC.

THANK YOU for
your LEADERSHIP!

RURAL DEMS ARE BETTER
TOGETHER!
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BROOME COUNTY
DEMOCRATIC
COMMITTEE

& CHAIR KAREN BEEBE

www.broomedems.org
Broome County Democratic Party

Chair: Karen Beebe
Vice Chair: Sarah Dinhofer
Vice Chair: Justin MacGregor
Treasurer: Matt Wahila
Secretary: Sue Walker

T H A N K S
T H E
D R C
F O R  A L L
T H E
W O R K
Y O U  D O !
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Cattaraugus 
County  

Democratic  
Committee  
would like to 

thank the DRC 
for all of the  
work you  
do for  

our party.

CCoonnggrraattuullaattiioonnss  oonn  tthhee    
3300tthh AAnnnniivveerrssaarryy  ooff  tthhee  DDRRCC

From the heart of the Finger Lakes
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Fight

Budget

Cuts

stop unfair 
deportations

Chair - Jamal Abdul Malik                Secretary - Halie Saunders                  Treasurer - Tina Kane 

                                          Vice Chairs:                                          

CHEMUNG
COUNTY
DEMOCRATIC
COMMITTEE 

CHEMUNG
COUNTY
DEMOCRATIC
COMMITTEE 

savemedicaid

fight foreducation

save  our

democracy
empty chair 

town hall

the era of

F.A.F.O.
Resist!
Resist!  

Hands off 

Social

Security 

Towns - Joyce Hyatt       City - Willie Owens

website: chemungdems.org
email: chemungdems@gmail.com
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Congratulations to the Democratic RuralCongratulations to the Democratic Rural
Conference on 30 Years of Connection!Conference on 30 Years of Connection!

Thank you for your 
support and guidance!

Chautauqua County Democratic Committee

Paid for by Kennedy for Congress

Thank you to the Democratic Rural
Conference for your vital work

supporting and strengthening rural
communities across our state.

Special thanks to Judith Hunter for
your outstanding leadership.

KENNEDYFORUSCONGRESS.COM

@KENNEDYFORNY26

@KENNEDYFORNY26

/KENNEDYFORCONGRESS
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                    chairjeremyzellner                  zellnerforecdc                             @zellnerforecdc

                             Erie County Democratic Committee                   @ecdems

 ecdems.com                                                             jeremyzellner.com

from left to right: Ivory (Ike) Payne, Mitchell Nowakowski, Amelida Ortiz-Weinmann, Adam Fogel, Olivia Owens, Howard
Johnson, Jeremy Zellner, Lavonya Lester, Karen Hoak, Benjamin Swanekamp, Jennifer Hibit, April Baskin, John Crangle

The Democratic Rural Conference provides a
critically important platform for members of our

party who represent and fight for small
communities across New York. 

On behalf of the Erie County Democratic
Committee, I thank the DRC for their invaluable
work and outstanding leadership for the past 30

years! 

Paid for by the Erie County Democratic Committee
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In the Heart of the Adirondacks 

 

PO Box 737, Elizabethtown, NY 12932 
essexcodems@gmail.com          http://essexcountynydemocrats.com 

“Democracy Begins Locally” 

 
photo - Aaron Miller 

Demonstrators in Support of Ukraine March 9,2025    Keene, Essex County NY 
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Edmund Jasewicz, County Chair 
State Committee: 

  Edmund Jasewicz  John Spaeth 
  Robin Wentworth  Barbara Spaeth 
     Donald Savoie 

  

  

  

         

  

     

  

FULTON COUNTY DEMOCRATIC 
COMMITTEE  
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Commemorating 30 Years of  Rural 
Representation from the DRC 

Chair Michael Plitt 
Vice Chair Nikki Calhoun 

Vice Chair Erica O’Donnell 
Treasurer Jennifer Keys 

GENESEE COUNTY 
DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE

Barn Quilt Trail
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Hamilton County 
Democratic Committee 

Supporting your Democratic 
candidates in Hamilton County, NY. 

 

Wishing Everyone a Great  
Democratic Rural Conference!

Congressman 
John W. Mannion
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E X E C U T I V E
C O M M I T T E E

M E M B E R S

J E F F E R S O N
C O U N T Y

D E M O C R A T I C
C O M M I T T E E

C o r e y  D e c i l l i s
C h a i r

K r e g  D a v i s
V i c e  C h a i r

J u l i e  W e s t
2 n d  V i c e  C h a i r

M a r y  H a z e l r i g g - D r a p e r
S e c r e t a r y

M i c h e l l e  L a f a v e
T r e a s u r e r

J o e  H a r t
S e r g e a n t  A t  A r m s

J C D C N Y . O R G

JEFFERSON COUNTY 
DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE



31

Congratulations 

DRC 
on  

30 Years.

Mike Schell, founding chair, DRC;  
Jacki Schell, former member NYSDC  

( Jefferson County)

to the  
Democratic Rural Conference  

of New York State 
on 30 years of serving and  

fighting for  
rural Democrats.

Thank you to Judith Hunter  
and the leadership team  

for your dedication and advocacy  
and giving voice to our  
rural communities.

Joseph P. Robinson
Mayor Village of Warsaw (2011 – 2023)

CONGRATULATIONS
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Montgomery 
County 

Democratic Committee 

Let’s get to work and elect 

more DDeemmooccrraattss this fall! 

Thank you to the DRC for the  

leadership, guidance and support. 

“The rural voice of New York State.” 
Terry A. Bieniek, Chair 

Christopher Carpenter, Vice Chair 

Caroline Swartz, Secretary 

Jessica Daniels, Treasurer 

WWee  aarree  ssttrroonnggeerr  ttooggeetthheerr..    

Montgomery County NY Democrats 

Montgomery 
County 

Democratic Committee 

Let’s get to work and elect 

more DDeemmooccrraattss this fall! 

Thank you to the DRC for the  

leadership, guidance and support. 

“The rural voice of New York State.” 
Terry A. Bieniek, Chair 

Christopher Carpenter, Vice Chair 

Caroline Swartz, Secretary 

Jessica Daniels, Treasurer 

WWee  aarree  ssttrroonnggeerr  ttooggeetthheerr..    

Montgomery County NY Democrats 

Montgomery 
County 

Democratic Committee 

Let’s get to work and elect 

more DDeemmooccrraattss this fall! 

Thank you to the DRC for the  

leadership, guidance and support. 

“The rural voice of New York State.” 
Terry A. Bieniek, Chair 

Christopher Carpenter, Vice Chair 

Caroline Swartz, Secretary 

Jessica Daniels, Treasurer 

WWee  aarree  ssttrroonnggeerr  ttooggeetthheerr..    

Montgomery County NY Democrats 

Let’s get to work and elect more Democrats this fall!
Thank you to the DRC for the leadership, guidance and support.

“The rural voice of New York State.”

WWee  oobbvviioouussllyy  ttooookk  tthhiiss  aannyyoonnee  ccaann  bbee  pprreessiiddeenntt  tthhiinngg  ttoooo  ffaarr......  

Let’s get to work fixing this! 
Democracy matters. 

Montgomery County Democratic State Committeeperson 

WWee  oobbvviioouussllyy  ttooookk  tthhiiss  aannyyoonnee  ccaann  bbee  pprreessiiddeenntt  tthhiinngg  ttoooo  ffaarr......  

Let’s get to work fixing this! 
Democracy matters. 

Montgomery County Democratic State Committeeperson 

WWee  oobbvviioouussllyy  ttooookk  tthhiiss  aannyyoonnee  ccaann  bbee  pprreessiiddeenntt  tthhiinngg  ttoooo  ffaarr......  

Let’s get to work fixing this! 
Democracy matters. 

Montgomery County Democratic State Committeeperson 
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MADISON COUNTY 

CONGRATULATES 

DEMOCRATIC 
RURAL 

CONFERENCE 

30 Years of Advocacy 
for Rural New Yorkers 
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THE ONEIDA COUNTY 
DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE 

Thanks to the DRC for its Strong Support 
of Democrats in Rural Counties. 

Mitch Ford, Chair
117th AD, Maggie Peterson and Paul Phister

118th AD, Kelli Samson and Tom Gehrig 
119th AD, Freddie Hamilton and Michael Monescalchi 

122nd AD, Mona Perrotti and Bill Thickstun

The Democrat 
with the Decades 
of  Experience
 We Need

Because Justice Matters
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CELEBRATING
THE DRC AND 30 YEARS FIGHTING
FOR RURAL NEW YORKERS

ONTARIO COUNTY
DEMOCRATS

CONNECT WITH US

John Hurley, Chair, State Committee 133rd AD
Maria Bucci, Vice-Chair
Liz Yockel, Secretary
Tommy White, Treasurer, State Committee 131st AD
Lisa Colleen Moore, State Committee 133rd AD
Karen White, State Committee 131st AD
AJ Magnan, Commissioner of Elections

www.ontariocountydemocrats.com
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ORLEANS COUNTY 
DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE 

ENJOY ORLEANS COUNTY APPLES 

Jeff Lewis, County Chair 

Jeanne Crane, Vice Chair 
Jim Renfrew, Vice Chair 

Beth Wood Secretary 
Kriss Sniffen, Treasurer 

Board of Elections 
Jan Gabrowski, Commissioner 

Abby Fitzwater, Deputy

Visit our website—www.orleansnydemocrats.com 
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Craig R. Bucki 
PARTNER 

cbucki@phillipslytle.com 

ONE CANALSIDE 
125 MAIN STREET 

BUFFALO, NY 14203

Phone 716 847-5495 
Fax 716 852-6100 

VICE CHAIR 
Town of Amherst Democratic Committee 
Erie County 

Craig R. Bucki 
PARTNER 

cbucki@phillipslytle.com 

ONE CANALSIDE 
125 MAIN STREET 

BUFFALO, NY 14203

Phone 716 847-5495 
Fax 716 852-6100 

VICE CHAIR 
Town of Amherst Democratic Committee 
Erie County 
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Best Wishes to the
Democratic Rural Conference

of New York State
for a successful

RENSSELAER COUNTY DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE 
MARK STREB • CHAIR

P.O. Box 846 • Troy, NY 12181
www.renssdems.com

2025 SPRING CONFERENCE
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Proudly supporting 
the Democratic 

Rural Conference.

Together we seek and support candidates who 
defend democracy, protect natural resources, 

and deliver economic solutions to improve the 
quality of life for every citizen.
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Mike Zagrobelny 

Chair 
Ginger Storey Welch 

First Vice-Chair 
Cortney Deshaise 
Second Vice Chair 
Barbara Finnie 

Treasurer 
vacant 

Secretary 
State Committee Members: 

Ronald McDougall 
Barbara Finnie 

Mike Zagrobelny 
Jennie Bacon 
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DRC 
CONGRATULATIONS ON THE 30TH 

ANNIVERSARY OF  

NYSDRC 

THANK YOU TO OUR OUTGOING DRC 
CHAIRPERSON JUDITH HUNTER FOR 

YOUR STEADFAST LEADERSHIP 

RONALD MCDOUGALL, 

 NORTHERN REGIONAL VICE-CHAIR 

AND MAYOR  

VILLAGE OF GOUVERNEUR 
PAID FOR BY THE COMMITTEE TO RE-ELECT RON MCDOUGALL 
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CONGRATULATIONS  TO THE DRC 
ON A SUCCESSFUL 30 YEARS! 

STEUBEN DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE 

Shawn Hogan, Co Chair 
Margie Lawler, Co Chair

Joe Bob, 1st Vice President
Hilda Lando, 2nd Vice President

Kathy Green, Treasurer
John Bradley, Secretary

STATE COMMITTEE MEMBERS:

Shawn Hogan
Hilda Lando
Kathy Green
Joshua Keller
Margie Lawler
Marshall Hyde 
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Congratulations to
the Democratic Rural
Conference on your

 Thirtieth Year!

Thank you for connecting
 rural NY Democrats 

and for strengthening our voices.

Remembering Irene Stein and thanking Judith Hunter for her leadership.

Sullivan County Democratic Committee
PO Box 502, Kiamesha Lake, NY 12751

scnydc.org



48

….To now having the largest producing salt mine in the United States.

Photo Credit: Larry Tetamore
Tetamore Photographic

…continuing the proud tradition of salt mining in the Genesee Valley. …Dating back to 1885

…Keeping a skilled labor 
force employed…

American Rock Salt has supported the 
economy of this entire region, bringing 

over 4000 employees to Livingston 
County and hundreds of related jobs 
to the region through the trucking, 
rail, and construction industries.
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TTHHEE

TTOOMMPPKKIINNSS
CCOOUUNNTTYY

DDEEMMOOCCRRAATTIICC
CCOOMMMMIITTTTEEEE

SSUUPPPPOORRTTSS TTHHEE

DDEEMMOOCCRRAATTIICC
RRUURRAALL

CCOONNFFEERREENNCCEE

BBYY

TTAAKKIINNGG
AACCTTIIOONN
ContactUs@TCDemocrats.org

TCDemocrats.org

☑☑

☑☑
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WWashington CCounty
DDemocratic CCommittee
working with the

DDemocratic 
RRural CConference

to Save our Democracyz

STATE COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Kelleigh McKenzie
Jeff Collins, Vice Chair
Adriana Magaña
Andrew Pekarik

Robert Haskins
Mici Simonofsky
James Amenta
Kathy Nolan
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Congratulations DRC
On Your 30th Anniversary

Town of Waterloo
Democratic Committee
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The largest producer of 

apples in New York State!  

  WWoorrkkiinngg  TTooggeetthheerr  
PPrrootteeccttiinngg  OOuurr  RRiigghhttss  

SSttrreennggtthheenniinngg  CCoommmmuunniittiieess 

Scott Comegys, Chair 
Kenan Baldridge, Vice Chair 
Julia Blackall, Vice Chair 
Jack Bailey, Secretary 
Jackie Walker, Treasurer 
Morris (Mo) Owen, State Committee 
Patricia (Tricia) Owen, State Committee 

www.waynecountynydemocrats.org 

iinncclluuddeess  tthhee  ttoowwnnss  ooff::  

AArrccaaddiiaa,,  BBuuttlleerr,,  GGaalleenn,,  HHuurroonn,,  
LLyyoonnss,,  MMaacceeddoonn,,  MMaarriioonn,,    
OOnnttaarriioo,,  PPaallmmyyrraa,,  RRoossee,,    
SSaavvaannnnaahh,,  SSoodduuss,,  WWaallwwoorrtthh,,  
WWiilllliiaammssoonn,,  WWoollccootttt  

WWaayynnee  CCoouunnttyy  
Located on the Great Lake Ontario 
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WYOMING COUNTY DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE
cynthia m. appleton

committee chair 
drc western region vice chair 

state committee member 
147th judicial delegate

harold (hank) j. bush
commissioner 

state committee member 
147th judicial delegate

RESISTANCE
FIGHT

R E FUSA L

S
TR

U
G
G
LE

CIVIL

RESIST

Vive la Résistance
Thank you to the DRC for 30 years  

of support in the protection of  
our rural Democratic ideals.

BATTLE
SO

LI
D
A
R
IT
Y

ISSUES

R
IG

H
TS

H
U
M
A
N
IT
A
R
IA

NDEMONSTRATE
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Keuka Lake Outlet 

Yates County Democratic Committee Congratulates the Democratic Rural 
Conference for 30 years of connections to Democrats throughout Upstate 

New York. 

ASSEMBLY SPEAKER

CARL E. HEASTIE
and theand the  

MEMBERS OF THE NYS ASSEMBLY MAJORITY

would like to wish thewould like to wish the New York State Democratic Rural Conference  
andand our fellow Democrats a successful 2025 election year!

Hon. Jeffrey Dinowitz
Hon. Pamela J. Hunter

Hon. Grace Lee
DACC Co-ChairsDACC Co-Chairs

Hon. Carl E. Heastie
DACC Honorary ChairDACC Honorary Chair
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CONGRATULATIONS
to JUDITH HUNTER

and to our
TWO NEWEST
REPRESENTATIVES

for her remarkable service as Chair of
The Democratic Rural Conference
of NY State

JOSH RILEY JOHN MANNION

    ruralfreedomnetwork.org

RURAL FREEDOM NETWORK
Media for Democracy PAID FOR BY RURAL FREEDOM NETWORK

RURALFREEDOM NETWORK.ORG
NOT AUTHORIZED BY ANY CANDIDATE 

OR CANDIDATE’S COMMITTEE.
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DRC Labor Lunch
“The American Labor Movement has consistently demonstrated its devotion 

to the public interest. It is, and has been, good for all America.”  
— John F. Kennedy

Sincere thanks to our generous sponsors and lifelong friends in Organized Labor.

NYSUT
Melinda Person, President

www.nysut.org

@nysut on Facebook,  
Instagram, X, and  
LinkedIn

New York State AFL-CIO
Mario Cilento, President

nysaflcio.org  

information@nysaflcio.org  

@nysaflcio on Facebook, 
Instagram, X, BlueSky, 
Threads and TikTok

Communications 
Workers of America, 
District 1 
CWA Local 1124
Corey DeCillis, Executive 
Vice President

www.cwad1.org
cwa1124@verizon.net

IBEW Local 2104
Lou Fazzolari,  
Business Manager
PO Box 881
Niagara University, NY 
14109

1199SEIU United 
Healthcare Workers 
East
Sara O’Neill, Political 
Coordinator

https://www.1199seiu.org
sara.oneill@1199.org

(315) 907-2103

AFSCME
Lee Saunders, President

www.afscme.org 

@afscme on Instagram

IBEW Local 2032
William Brown Jr.,  
Business Manager
(315) 764-1778

ibewlocal2032@gmail.com

ibewlocal2032.org

Teamsters Joint  
Council 18
President Thomas  
Quackenbush
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 Andrea Stewart-Cousins 
 New York State Senate, 35  th  District 
 President Pro Tem  ♦  Majority Leader 

 Best wishes to my friends at the 

 Democratic Rural Conference 
 of New York State 

 on the occasion of your 

 Annual Conference & 30th 
 Anniversary 

 I would like to especially thank  DRC Chair Judith Hunter  ,  Board Members  , and 
 officers  for their unwavering efforts to bring together the rural communities of 

 Upstate New York with a shared commitment to democratic principles. This year's 
 theme,  Thirty Years of Connections  , celebrates the immense impact DRC has had 

 over the past three decades in recruiting, equipping and supporting successful 
 candidates at all levels of government. Your persistent work has shaped the 

 landscape of representation in our rural communities for the better. I wish you an 
 incredibly successful conference. Happy 30th Anniversary! 
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to current and former members as we celebrate the 
30th anniversary of the DRC!

A special thank you to Judith Hunter for her tireless 
service as Chair of the DRC.

I will continue to 
stand up to the 
powerful and fight 
for you, as the 
People’s Lawyer, 
and together we 
will build the 
future of our party. 

CONGRATULATIONS 

WWW.JAMESFORNY.COM



YOUR  
CAMPAIGN, 
AMPLIFIED,
WITH  
TUESDAY 
DIGITAL.

STRATEGIC  
MEDIA SOLUTIONS 
THAT DELIVER 
PROVEN RESULTS

TUESDAY DIGITAL delivers 
campaign-winning media 
buying and creative services. 
We apply decades of combined 
experience in advertising 
and political strategy to 
support political campaigns 
and organizations of all sizes. 
Tuesday Digital will be your 
strategic partner, not just 
another consultant. 

S E R V I C E S

 X Media Buying: Digital & traditional, social 
media, television, print & direct mail 

 X Digital Development: Websites and 
applications 

 X Content Creation: Video production, 
graphic design, and messaging strategy 

 X Strategic Support: Data analysis, research, 
and insights to maximize impact

LET’S BUILD A WINNING 
STRATEGY TOGETHER. 
PARTNER WITH  
TUESDAY DIGITAL TODAY.

  tuesday.digital  |    gerrit@tuesday.digital

We win tough races.


