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THE NEW YORK STATE

DEMOCRATIC RURAL CONFERENCE

DRC Summer Meeting

The DRC Executive Committee met in Waterloo, NY on Saturday July 17 for
one of it periodic meetings in order to stay abreast of the issues and political
activities effecting rural New Yorkers.

1. Highlights of July 17 Board Meeting

*Mayor Bob Duffy, our dynamic candidate for New York State Lieutenant Governor
was our guest. He shared a bit about his background as well as the vision for better serving
New Yorkers that he and candidate Andrew Cuomo share. He emphasized the severe
problems faced by upstate and rural areas in the course of his remarks. Board members
made comments and raised issues in response to Mayor Dufty's comments. Finally, Mayor
Duffy asked the DRC to come up with our main issues with a view to future discussions
with him and appropriate others. We are enthusiastic about taking up this offer. You should
have received an e-mail requesting your ideas, and we will move forward with this
dialogue about upstate, rural issues.

*Good News for DRC Counties

The Board voted to give grants of $700 to each county whose members have paid their
DRC dues. Last year our grants were $400 each, so we are delighted to be able to offer
more help. We exist to help our member counties achieve ever greater success in elections,
and believe this financial contribution is part of that objective.

*State Senate Candidates

There are 18 (yes, 18!) candidates for State Senate from DRC Counties. We are exploring
how we can work with the Democratic State Senate Committee to enhance their chances
for Victory
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More Highlights of July 17 Board Meeting

isit from Nora Bre

President Bredes thanked the DRC for its ongoing support and expressed her intention to make the ERLF
more of a state-wide as opposed to a downstate organization. She announced that the Foundation had
issued 9 early start grants of $1000 each to 9 women candidates, many of whom are in DRC counties. The
ERLF will hold its Annual Luncheon on Sept. 27 in NYC and will honor Matilda Cuomo. [t will highlight
the many women running for State Senate seat.

When I became Chair about two years ago, we had several goals. One was to strengthen the relationship
between the Board and the member counties. We have had some success in that we have issued Bulletins
reporting on meetings and events. We established a list-serve so that members could communicate with
one another. We also set up a Speakers' Bureau and agreed to mentor new chairs.

Many of you have expressed your appreciation of the financial contributions. I also have heard a number
of expressions of appreciation for the Bulletins. However, utilization of the list-serve has been minimal;
there have been only a few requests for speakers; there have been no requests for mentoring of new chairs.
We continue to offer these resources and would welcome ideas for other ways in which we can serve you
better.

Thanks.

Irene Stein

Contributors: Irene Stein, Don Ackerman, Phil Jones




