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Sullivan arranged to have the NYSDC conduct part of its September
1995 regular fall meeting in Oswego. Two things happened there that
gave me confidence. First, on a boat ride for delegates, two, NYSDC
members (Ginny Kintz of Schoharie and Bob Kersch of Wyoming) in
general conversation with me raised the idea of an upstate caucus. It was
totally unprompted.
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We (Steve, Carol, Marty, John Sullivan, John Fitzgibbons and 1) agreed
to not buck the Speaker and to postpone the first DRC Conference.

We would take a more measured approach. Instead of having a full
convention right off the bat, we decided to take the early spring of
1996 to build support for such a caucus -- a ground-up approach. We
would travel around upstate, meeting with county leaders and discussing
whether a rural county leader caucus would be helpful to them and to the
party as a whole. Perhaps the Speaker thought that by stalling us, our
energy would wane and our passion fade. But while we wanted to avoid
conflict with the establishment, we were also not about to be deterred.
On a February 21* conference call, the Steering Committee agreed to
proceed with meetings in four upstate locations to assess interest and,
frankly, to sell the concept.
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concept. One objection (I think from Denise King, a future DRC chair)
was that the word “caucus” seemed controntational; we later settled on
“conference”.
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us to send them information for our own page on the web. (Tom would
become a great asset to the state committee and the DRC, especially in
bringing us into the internet era.)
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Steve: The preliminaries were done. The Speaker eventually became
accepting of the idea of a coalition of small counties, and Judith became
a great advocate for us. I think they came to see that such a group could
have value if it were formed with the right goals. More importantly, the
Steering Committee now had the support of the vast majority of rural
county chairs. Our travel had paid off.
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Mike Schell announced that our goal was “to carry our counties for the
Democratic candidates and to have fun doing it”. He said that we would
be “visible, vocal, loyal to our cause, loyal to each other and loyal to our
party”.
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behavior. Lisa Hartman, my legal assistant, did much of the typing and
clerical work and was indespensible.
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So Republicans held three of New York’s four statewide offices, as
well as the state Senate, and one of the two U.S. Senate seats. (Democrat
Moynihan held the other seat. Democrat Carl McCall had been
appointed State Comptroller by the legislature to fill a vacancy). Heading
into the 1998 elections, Democrats hoped to stop the D’ Amato machine.
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Incumbent George Pataki had been in office since 1995, having upset
Mario Cuomo by pushing a pro-death penalty agenda. He was popular
with the public, despite an administration that flagrantly catered to Al
D’ Amato’s pay to play system.
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Lt. Governor: Plattsburgh Mayor Clyde Rabideau as a favorite son of
the DRC had the clear advantage, but Manhattan political leader Charlie
King worked hard to pick up support. Barbara Kavanaugh of Erie
County, and Sandy Frankel of Monroe County would also eventually join
the race.
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Steve: The Executive Committee presented a proposed amendment to
the by-laws at the May meeting of the members, as follows: “Endorsing
Candidates- The DRC will not endorse candidates.” There was
considerable discussion but the consensus was that our organization
should not rise, or fall, on the fortunes of a particular candidate, and that
our purpose as an organization was to get all candidates to address issues
of concern to rural NY. Every member, and each county organization,
would be free to endorse as they chose, but the DRC itself would not
endorse. The amendment assed on a voice vote and then the members
approved a plan to hold the first ever DRC Convention and straw poll in
the spring of 1998, which would allow DRC members to hear candidates
for statewide office address rural issues and then express their individual
support for those candidates, by secret ballot.

To assist the delegates with evaluating the candidates, there would

first be a candidate voting process, where candidates would answer a
questionnaire, and be interviewed by DRC members several weeks
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election upstate was foreshadowed by his defeat in the DRC by Jim
Larocca.
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Mike: So we had come a long way from those early discussions in the
80’s. Where the 1994 state convention leadership kept all but one small-

meeting in Louisville, KY, and bring the idea to leaders in other states.
(Denise King would carry the national message further when she chaired
the DRC in later years.)
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